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February 1, 2010
Mr. Ray Leard

Department of Rehabilitation Services

3535 NW 58th St., Suite 500

Oklahoma City, OK  73112

Dear Mr. Leard:

The Oklahoma Rehabilitation Council (ORC) has reviewed the proposed changes to the Agency’s policy addressed in the Commission Meeting on December 14, 2009.  We offer the following comments to those changes.

The ORC recognizes that many of the policy changes are to streamline and clarify language for both staff and clients and eliminate the duplication of policies that are addressed in other state and federal laws such as the Rehabilitation Act, Department of Central Services and State Office of Finance, etc.  We are in support of any change that allows for greater understanding for all parties involved, including consumers.   
612:10-3-50 Basic Living Requirement
The ORC would like to compliment the agency on the increase of the Basic Living Requirement to 200% which will assist in the removal of barriers to individuals with economic challenges who may not have been able to participate financially in the cost of services.  This change can positively impact the successful outcomes of consumers with limited financial resources.   
612:10-7-6 Assessment for Determining Eligibility
This policy change allows the decision to be made at the professional counselor level and should expedite eligibility determination.     
612:10-7-49 Closed – Not Accepted for Services
The ORC is pleased the policy change makes  trial work experiences the first approach when questioning if an applicant’s disability is too severe to allow them benefit from vocational rehabilitation and extended evaluation a second approach when trial work is not feasible.  This change ensures that individuals with the most significant disabilities are afforded every opportunity to receive vocational rehabilitation services.     
612:10-7-87 and 612:10-7-88 Actions Requiring Supervisor’s Approval and Field Coordinator’s Approval
The ORC supports changes that strengthen the professional counselor’s role and expedite service delivery by reducing required supervisory approvals for services in the most timely and efficient manner.    
612:10-7-142 General Guidelines for Training Services
The ORC supports this policy as it creates equitability of services to consumer across the state and it aligns policy with the intent of the Rehabilitation Act.    
612:10-7-230 Self-Employment Programs
The ORC believes the expanded definition of self-employment increases opportunities for employment outcomes for consumers in which self-employment is a viable option. 

The ORC would like to extend its appreciation to the Department of Vocational Rehabilitation Services for continuing a collaborative partnership to provide quality services to people with disabilities.  The involvement of the ORC during the policy research and development stages allows for true consumer contributions which aligns with the intent of the Rehabilitation Act.  
Best Regards,

Milissa Gofourth, Chair
Oklahoma Rehabilitation Council

3535 NW 58th Street, Suite 500


Oklahoma City, OK 73112
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