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1.  Brief description of the need and statutory authority for policy changes:  The proposed change raises the basic living requirement income level to permit VR/VS to serve another tier of low-income individuals with disabilities.  The change will allow the agency to serve a group of low-income individuals who have good rehabilitation potential but currently may be forced to decline rehabilitation because they cannot financially participate in cost to the extent required.  The changes would also remove a barrier to serving adults with disabilities who live with friends or family out of necessity. 34 CFR 361.54

2.  Brief summary of the content of the policy:  This policy establishes the VR/VS economic need criteria and client participation in cost of service requirements the agency has chosen to impose.

3.  Description of persons affected by the policy – who will the policy benefit? Applicants, clients, counselors.

4.  Probable economic impact of the policy (from financial Services Division):  The adjustment to the basic living requirement will have a non-material impact regarding the client service budget and will remove a barrier to employment.  The change would increase the threshold of income an individual could receive before they would be required to provide financial participation in the service plan.  The intent is to provide an incentive for a group of individuals that might not otherwise be fiscally inclined or able to pursue an employment outcome. 
5.  Probable cost to the agency:  See above.

6.  Less costly methods:  None.

612:10-3-5.  Basic living requirements  [AMENDED]
(a)  A basic living requirement has been established for different size family groups.  A family member is an individual who is a relative or guardian of an applicant or eligible individual.  Basic living requirements are based on 200% of the Federal poverty level adjusted annually for family size. The standard is intended to cover only the necessities of food, shelter, utilities, clothing, transportation, and incidentals to give the counselor some criteria by which to measure the financial status of a client.  To qualify as independent from the family group, the client must meet one of the following criteria:

(1)  Beneficiary of Titles II (federal old age, survivors, and disability insurance benefits) or XVI (SSI); 
(2)  At least 24 years of age;

(3)  A ward of the court and in custody of DHS;

(4)  Married and maintaining a separate household;

(5)  Meets the criteria for temporary housing as described in 612:10-3-5(c) or;

(6)  The counselor verifies the client has the financial resources to demonstrate self-sufficiency and the client declares no family contributions are available.

(b)  Verification of family membership should be based upon whatever available information most accurately documents family membership according to the definition given in this Subsection. Examples of acceptable verification include the latest Federal income tax return, payroll information, insurance policies, client report, and/or counselor observation.

(c)  An eligible individual whose disability has resulted in the need to live with family or friends , and as appropriate the individual's spouse and dependent children, will be considered as a separate household regardless of living arrangements.  
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