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Date:  September 28, 2009    Unit/Division: DVR/DVS    Contact Person:  Jean Jones

Policies:

612:10-7-152

1.  Brief description of the need and statutory authority for policy changes:  Removing obsolete terms; deleting requirement for supervisory approval of certain higher education; clarifying that Pell Grants and other federal/state student aid will be applied as first dollar to all educational expenses.
2.  Brief summary of the content of the policy:  Establishes provisions for assisting clients with payment of tuition and fees at colleges and universities.

3.  Description of persons affected by the policy – who will the policy benefit?  Clients, counselors.

4.  Probable economic impact of the policy (from financial Services Division):  There is no discernable new financial impact on the agency. This policy change merely clarifies policy that became effective 7-1-09 requiring use of comparable benefits for educational expenses related to college, university, vocational and trade school.

5.  Probable cost to the agency:  None.

6.  Less costly methods:  None.

612:10-7-152.  Payment of tuition and fees at colleges and universities  [AMENDED]
(a)  Tuition and fees for DVR and DVS clients attending colleges and universities will be paid at the rate set for resident students by the Oklahoma Regents for Higher Education and within limits prescribed by the Legislature. DVR and DVS will pay those fees charged to all students and special fees associated with required courses in the student's major field of study.  No authorization will be issued for tuition and fees until the client submits the applicable grade report, enrollment and award letter.
(b)  Tuition and fees for students in attendance at accredited private or denominational schools will be paid at the same rate as that paid at state-supported colleges or universities of equal rank.

(c)  Pell Grant and all other Federal/State aid (excluding merit awards) must be applied to tuition, fees and all other educational expenses as a first dollar source prior to the consideration of the expenditure of DRS funds regardless of whether the student is attending a public or private institution of higher education.


(d)  No approval for authorization will be issued for the current semester's cost after the college or university's designated "Drop and Add" date.  No authorization will be issued for previous semester's costs.
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