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1.  Brief description of the need and statutory authority for policy changes:  The change consolidates provisions relating to payment for client textbooks, school supplies and educational tools and equipment.  The change provides for DRS payment of the actual cost of these items after comparable benefits have been applied.  This converts the current set per-course-hour formula which often requires two calculation and payment transactions to a single transaction based on payment for actual cost.

2.  Brief summary of the content of the policy:  The current policy provides a textbook allowance.  As revised the policy combines and simplifies provisions for assisting clients with all educational books and supplies.

3.  Description of persons affected by the policy – who will the policy benefit?  Clients and counselors.

4.  Probable economic impact of the policy (from financial Services Division):  None.

5.  Probable cost to the agency:  None

6.  Less costly methods:  Not applicable.

612:10-7-153.  Textbook allowance for college and university students  [AMENDED]
(a)  A textbook allowance may be provided to cover the actual cost of required textbooks, supplies, tools or equipment, after comparable benefits have been applied.  The client will be required to furnish documentation of the costs of required books, supplies, tools or equipment.  The counselor will work with the client in obtaining and utilizing comparable benefits, including the PELL Grant, and planning for the use of other resources to help meet this expense. The textbook allowance will be adjusted the following semester for clients who fail or withdraw from courses paid by DVR and DVS.
(b)  Only textbooks for the current semester's enrollment will be provided.
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