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	1.  Brief description of the need and statutory authority for policy changes:  Allowing some vendors to become CARF accredited.  Expanding Self-Employment guidelines to include submitting Business plans to qualified DRS employees.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.  Brief summary of the content of the policy:  CARF and Self-Employment policies

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.  Description of persons affected by the policy — Who will the policy benefit?  Vendors and clients that desire to become self-employed

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.  Probable economic impact of the policy:  (from Financial Services Division)  N/A

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.  Probable cost to the agency:  Some costs for training future (CARF) vendors will be paid by DRS

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.  Less costly methods:  None


612:10-7-230.4.  Agency financial contribution to self-employment/ purchasing

(a)  The agency may provide some financial assistance toward self-employment plans that have met the requirements as specified in policy.  The counselor will determine the client’s financial status and any required financial participation by the client.  The agency's contribution will not exceed 25% of any approved plan request above $10,000.00.  The client's contribution may come from personal resources, property, loans, PASS plan funds or small business start-up grants from other assistance programs.

(b)  Any required client financial participation is applied to the cost of planned services

(c)  Self-employment plans exceeding $10,000.00 will require supervisory approval.  Any request for assistance that will include agency funding over $15,000.00, will be submitted to the Field Coordinator for review and approval or disapproval.
(d)  Items that the agency will not approve for funding include:

(1)  Construction or purchase of real estate.

(2)  Businesses that are speculative in nature such as stocks, bonds or other investments or considered speculative by the Better Business Bureau.

(3)  Businesses that are organized as not for profit.

(4)  Businesses organized as hobbies

(5)  Purchase of vehicles

(6)  Refinancing of existing debt.

(7)  Business plans that are not developed as the primary source of support.

(8)  A business endeavor that does not have an agency approved business plan.

(e)  Purchases and support services.   All Agency purchases for a plan with a goal of self-employment will be in accordance with established purchasing policy regarding the competitive bid process and referrals to the State Office Purchasing Unit.  Any requests for assistance with maintenance or transportation will be required to meet established policy guidelines for these support services. 
612:10-7-230.4
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AND VISUAL SERVICES


Agency financial contribution to self-employment/purchasing

